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Pr. Deynard D, Davis

Department of Beetariclogy ard Immunolegy
Harverd d¥edicel 8Sshosl

Boston 1%, Neassshusetts

Doar Rerniet

I was deeply moved by your letter of Deceszber 13, suough that X
could net vapily foraulate this reply. Mt 7 ax afraid that simple
semmon sanse gives tho answer, thet I really just esn’s teke on one
mors obligation == a poor sxpressicn, this one would be 2 privilege o«
during the soning sesmeter. I won't bore you by reoiting vhet 1 do
have to sope with, or with vhat slse I leven't besm able to, but ¥ aid
leave s feir beaeklog of unmfirished businees with ay trip, and Lt will
be satehdng up vwith ne during the next tere, Y would heve btesn honored
to be the first leoturer in the Mueller memerisl serie:, and already am
by your invitation, 8o please ask me agaln at & wore propitious Lime,
In eny sssn, I owe Barverd a vielt, for oy ove banofit, and ths n»ore oo
row you're set up there « I hope as heppily a3 your antieipstion,

Mstralis was 7leassnt, not espscinlly exoitirg overall, Leth lade
and touristvwise, and eltogether 4t was & gool trip, I apent elght wesks
in Melbourne, in Miwmet's leb, ard learned s great deal from thie, first
on the hendling of fiu virue for genctlic otudy, and {hen some grounds
work on the characterisstion of autidody livaralsd-uy aingle sells,

I've Just besr talking te Albert Coong about this, snd he cor transrit
any more nbout that you'd care to know,

¥e came baok via Indis end Italy, vhich, starting fros Perth in
Vestern Australis, was not o much lomger, Yo visited in laleutta with
the Haldsnes, and in Bowmbay (whers ve met Kaloksr on his wey back from
Tokys 1) with Gepaledyengar, Ko other stopovers but & day ir Rewme, an
axoiting tour under Sermenti's wing, snd & Pev deye in Milsn with Cevelld,
Ve're hopeful he may cams for another several waeks' visit in Medieon
this spring for some intwlilive collaboration, ancther reason (not to sene
tion Gatlinburg and our own symposimm) to be ehy of any wore trevelllng
not slready apoken feor,

1 don't have much more to tsll you about lab results, Welre hunt-
ing for mers suxotrophs involved in wall formstion «= so far the cleer
eut ones all deen DAP, But Jack Strouinger visited here yesterday end
we douked up sume nev possibilitiew,
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Chargaff's paper in Nature (Oet, 25) left me somewhat perplexed.
How could he publish sueh &n unconvineing story? Is 26-26 the only
mutant you gave him, or did he choose it just becsuse it is alrsady
lousy with reversions?

With ail the best,

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Frolessor of Medical Genetics

Ji/ow

P, 8, Your Piret instinots sbout entijpodes were probesly betier
(of, Fovler),



